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ABSTRACT 
Global warming and water availability, loss of biodiversity, impacts of climate changes on agriculture, 
environmental pollution, food security and safety and renewable energy are worldwide problems 
affecting agricultural sustainability. In this respect, food safety, climate change, system management 
and risk management are becoming hot topics in agriculture. Increasing productivity and creating 
economies of scale, intensive technology and renewable energy use, establishing regional agro-
industrial ecologies of life cycle assessment, networking marketing and trade and reducing risk are 
some proposed solutions. International organizations have been focusing on national and 
international research projects in order to determine global problems in agricultural sustainability and 
to diversify proposed solutions. Unfortunately, databases of research projects in the world are not 
connected for data, data mining, and big data processing purposes yet.  Moreover, basic research, 
applied research, and experimental development do not complement each other. Projects are funded 
by national scientific and technological research councils. Due to the fact that project final reports 
and results are mainly published in native languages, such material cannot be utilized for the benefit 
of global issues.  The objective of this study is to examine final reports of some national projects 
results of Turkey in order to understood well whether they are valuable to translate for international 
uses or not. We recommend that international organizations; such as OECD, FAO, etc. should 
collaborate on translating project final reports into English, which would be helpful in coping with 
global agricultural problems. Long-term surveys in agriculture should also be conducted by all 
nations to understand agricultural changes and technological development. 
Keywords: Agriculture, Development, Meta Data, Big Data, Science, Agricultural Economics  
 
INTRODUCTION 
The development of agriculture is part of a process to establish data, data analyses, and big data in 
agricultural movement. Communication of agricultural data from every country over the world 
contributes the improvement of global agriculture.  International organizations are creating research 
networks in order to gather and disseminate research outputs. Unfortunately, outputs of some 
national research are not translated into internationally- recognized languages, which increases the 
chances of that particular research’s contribution to the solution of global agricultural problems. The 
current problems in agricultural sustainability are global warming and water availability, losing 
biodiversity, impacts of climate changes in agriculture, environmental pollution, food security and 
safety and renewable energy. IAASTD (International Assessment of Agricultural Science and 
Technology for Development) synthesis report explains problems highlighted in agriculture across 
the world in ten questions as follows [1];  
1. What challenges does agriculture face today? 2. What are the pros and cons of bioenergy? 3. Can 
biotechnology help meet the growing demand for food? 4. How is climate change threatening 
agriculture? 5. How is food production affecting health? 6. How can agriculture make better use of 
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natural resources? 7. Why have not small farmers benefited more from global trade? 8. Can 
traditional knowledge contribute to agriculture? 9. What is the role of women in agriculture and 
development? 10. What are the options for action?  
In Turkey, The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) is the official 
governing body for science and technology. TUBITAK is the leading agency for management, 
funding, and conduct of research in Turkey. It was established in 1963 with a mission to advance 
science and technology, conduct research and support Turkish researchers. As a governmental 
scientific board, TUBITAK, whose members are selected from among prominent scholars from 
universities, industry, and research institutions, is responsible for promoting, developing, organizing, 
conducting and coordinating research and development in line with national targets and priorities. 
TUBITAK is the secretariat of the Supreme Council for Science and Technology (SCST), the highest 
S&T policy making body in Turkey. TUBITAK provides funding for research projects carried out in 
universities and in other public and private organizations, conducts research on strategic areas, 
develops support programs for public and private sectors, publishes scientific journals, popular 
science magazines and books, organizes science and society activities and supports undergraduate 
and graduate students through scholarships. More than 1500 researchers work in 15 different 
research institutes of TUBITAK where contract research as well as targeted and nationwide research 
is conducted. The vision of the National Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy is to provide 
new knowledge and develop innovative technologies, improve the quality of life by transforming the 
knowledge into products, processes, and services for the benefit of the country and humanity. 
TUBITAK is a pioneer in national energy R&D and innovation strategy, national water R&D and 
innovation strategy and national food R&D and innovation strategy and it supports projects in these 
areas [2]. TUBITAK also governs international scientific cooperation under three general topics; 
bilateral cooperation, cooperation with the regional and international organizations, and cooperation 
with the European Union. Moreover, TUBITAK reflects the relevance of S&T work to the broader 
OECD agenda [3]. The objective of this study is to help increasing the system efficiency of National 
Scientific and Technological Council on how agricultural knowledge, science and technology can be 
used in reducing hunger and poverty, improving rural livelihoods and facilitating equitable, 
environmentally, socially and economically sustainable development in the world. The local and 
national knowledge has to address productivity, multi functionality of agriculture, and multiple 
perspectives of nature as processes of data, data mining, and big data. The goal of creating global 
sustainability in agriculture requires data about social, economic, and ecological inequities, on 
sustainably production and accessing food, on increasing uncertainties of world’s future food prices, 
and on risks faced by natural resources. The main challenge of agricultural research projects, then, 
is to increase the productivity of agriculture in a sustainable manner. The outputs of local and 
national level research projects are important in this regard since projects on bioenergy, 
biotechnology, climate change, human health, trade and markets, traditional and local knowledge 
may generate new ideas for research and innovation in agriculture that can be reflected globally. 
METHODOLOGY 
The materials were collected from the website of The Scientific and Technological Research Council 
of Turkey (TUBITAK). TUBITAK is the main official donor for research projects in Turkey for every 
branch of science. Some completed projects funded by TUBITAK on global problems such as food 
safety, climate change, system management, urban system, and risk management via TUBITAK 
support are investigated with the purpose of identifying their possible contribution to the solution of 
global agricultural problems.   
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Some Outputs of Turkish Research Projects on Highlighted Problems in Agriculture 
During the last two decades, a new phenomenon has taken shape in Turkey; national government 
helps local initiatives for establishing regional agencies which set out directive and funds at different 
regional layers. The local leadership began taking confident steps on their own, in order to design 
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their own plans and implement these plants to make their localities self-reliant. Political, institutional, 
economic, social, and environmental contexts of research have been covered in these locally-
formulated plans. An important outcome of this new policy approach has been the improvement of 
local research layers involving experimental stations and research institutions. The amount and 
percentage of research funds has been increased. The amount of research on villages, farms, and 
households has therefore increased. In addition, institutional (legal) infrastructure for rapid rural 
surveys, informal surveys, reconnoiter surveys and rapid rural appraisal were established. Access to 
information from research institutions in Turkey has been facilitated and made easier. As a result, an 
increasing number of quality research projects are formulated and implemented by universities, 
research institutions, local administrations, private research bodies and individual scientists and 
entrepreneurs. Establishing a link between global and issues, such projects generated results that 
can be applied to the solution of national agricultural problems as well as the global issues. However, 
because of the language barrier, communication of the results of some research may be problematic. 
In order to make up for the broken link, some outputs of Turkish research projects that may 
contribute to the solution of highlighted problems of the world agriculture are investigated and the 
results of this investigation are summarized in this section.  
As a country of diverse resources for plant production, many fruits and vegetables are produced and 
consumed in Turkey. Since fruits and vegetables have a short shelf life, that is, since their price 
elasticity of supply is rather low, farmers use chemical material to supply fruits and vegetables timely. 
On the other hand, use of such material has a negative effect on consumers since it has adverse 
impacts on food safety.   Therefore, the focus has been on the analysis of input usage for improving 
safe vegetable production in greenhouses [4]. The project was completed mainly on food safety. The 
use of non-hazardous inputs and production technologies has become imperative in food production 
in recent years due to human health and environmental concerns. Nowadays, the production in 
greenhouses is becoming dependent upon ecological conditions, and some efficiency and quality 
losses in production are occurring because of this dependency, since the greenhouses are intensive 
agricultural lands, and synthetic chemicals are intensively used to counter the losses in production. 
These substances, which cause environmental pollution, harm natural balance and threaten human 
health, are plant growth regulators (hormones), commercial (chemical) fertilizers, and pesticides. The 
objective of the study was to improve food safety. The study specifically aimed at determining safe 
ways of vegetable production in greenhouses in Antalya, Mersin, Muğla, and İzmir Provinces of 
Turkey. Good Agricultural Practices was selected as the method of the study. The results of study 
were prepared as a guidebook on the input use and application of alternative producing techniques. 
The intended target group of this publication was greenhouse farmers. Furthermore, a registry 
system was created for each producer to record farm data in production periods.  
Farmers’ adaptation tendencies to sustainable agricultural techniques were also investigated [5]. The 
project was carried out in 9 different districts of three different provinces (İzmir, Manisa and Aydın) of 
the Aegean (Ege) Region. In total, 270 farmers, 30 from each district and 193 public extension 
officials were applied questionnaires. The priorities of sustainable farming were ranked as next 
generations, water pollution, product quality, easy marketing, erosion, biodiversity and productivity in 
the region. Knowledge levels on sustainable farming increased with higher education. 
Another vein of research projects focused on the impact of climate change on agriculture. Another 
study focused on economic analysis and policy development dimension of the impact of climate 
change on agricultural production in Cukurova and Middle Anatolia regions of Turkey [6]. Global 
warming, climate change, its effects on agricultural production, food security, starvation and famine 
are integrating issues. The impact of climate change on agricultural production needs to be managed 
carefully for not endangering sustainability. Necessary policies and institutional action to cope with 
global warning must be identified. The objective of the study was to identify necessary policies and 
institutional action to deal with global warning. The specific objective of the study was to understand 
the farmers’ perception of and behavior concerning climate change, to carry out an economic 
analysis of the effects of climate change on agricultural production in Cukurova and Middle Anatolia 
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regions. Regression analysis was applied to data collected by 72 questionnaires applied in Adana 
province of Cukurova region and 62 questionnaires in Konya province in Middle Anatolia region. 
Questionnaires are applied to farmers conducting farming activities under irrigated and rain fed 
production conditions in 2006. The results of study showed the majority of the Adana and Konya 
farmers (both irrigated and rainfed) agree that the cropping pattern has not changed due to climate 
change in the last 20 years and it tends to increase in the future. Similarly, most of them think that 
the precipitation has decreased and it tends to decrease in the future. Different options are available 
concerning humidity for Adana and Konya farmers. According to Adana farmers, humidity has 
increased but Konya farmers claim that humidity has decreased. All Adana and Konya farmers 
(irrigated and rainfed) agree that the cropping pattern has not changed due to climate change in the 
last 20 years. Changes that occurred in the cropping pattern in the research area were found to be 
related to the profitability of the enterprises. Similarly, most of the farmers in Adana and Konya stated 
that the production technique had not changed due to climate change in the last 20 years. Farmers 
are not very sure about cropping pattern if temperature rises and precipitation decrease in the future. 
Many farmers stated that they would produce heat and drought resistant crops such as cotton in 
Adana and barley in Konya. Majority of Adana and Konya farmers think that soil cultivation methods, 
seed quantity and variety, pesticide quantity and type will not change. Farmers stated that number of 
irrigation would increase and method of irrigation would change. Farmers also agree that the quantity 
of fertilizer in production would decrease under rainfed conditions. In Turkey, there are several 
governmental and nongovernmental organizations dealing with certain aspects of climate change. It 
should be mentioned that there is not a satisfactory cooperation between these organizations. 
Therefore, there is a need to set up a unit (Institute or Center) that will deal with global warning 
issues to institutionalize this important issue. It should also be noted here that there is a Climate 
Change and Air Management Coordination Council in Turkey, a multilayered body consisting of 
members from public bodies.  Observations show that the existence of a policy measure is not 
important as long as it is applied and monitored properly. Finally, it should be mentioned that training 
is very important. To understand the importance of global warning training is needed for people of all 
ages and different categories. Governmental and nongovernmental organizations could collaborate 
in training general public as well as producers.   
Product behavior in absence of rainfall under climate change is a concern of all countries around the 
world. Product yield of different plants under arid conditions is also studied in Turkey. Such a project 
was carried out to investigate the some agricultural techniques to increase seed yield and oil ratio of 
sunflower in arid areas by using agronomic and physiological parameters [7]. The experiment was 
established at the Research and Breeding Farm of Central Research Institute for Field Crops in 
Haymana during summer seasons of 2010 and 2011. The experiment was designed in a split-split 
plot of randomized complete blocks with four replicates. According to the results of the research, 
seed priming resulted in higher in germination percentage but lower in mean germination time. 
Hydropriming and plant arrangement of 60×35 cm were found to be effective to increase seed yield 
of sunflower cultivars. Among the sowing directions investigated there is no effective direction to 
enhance seed yield. It was concluded that the effect of row direction on agronomic traits and yield of 
sunflower was scarce and fluctuant. However, it is advised that plant arrangement of 60×35 cm and 
hydropriming should be preferred to increase seed yield of sunflower especially in arid conditions 
regardless of sowing direction. 
Health and ecological effects of agricultural production and agricultural industries were the subjects 
of another research project [8]. General objective of this study was to measure personal PM10, 
PM2.5, and PM1 exposures in 1) tractor and combine operations (tillage, planting, baling, 
harvesting), 2) agri- industry (textile, ginning, feed mills, and pepper processing). Personal samplers 
and continuous measurement devices were used and ambient climate factors were also measured. 
Only pepper processing facilities found out to have non-harmful concentrations.  
Turkey’s bioenergy policies were investigated in another study [9] which concluded that bio-fuel 
production in Turkey can be done only by using more sunflower and sugar beet, if Turkey does not 



 
 

Koksal et al., 2016 Can J App Sci 6:4. 8-17 
http://dx.doi.org/10.21065/19204159 

 

 

Page 12 of 17 
 

change the current crop pattern. Under the same condition, production of bio-fuels by utilizing 
soybeans and rapeseed does not seem possible unless some policies targeting the use of these two 
products are implemented. 
Poultry production is another economic activity which has been increasingly attracting rural 
entrepreneurs in Turkey. Data on possibility of modifying of housing and indoor details systems in 
laying henhouse for Turkey conditions in another project [10]. The project was focused particularly on 
system management. The European Union has released eight directives for increasing animal 
welfare. These directives include system management in livestock. Currently, agricultural systems, 
especially housing systems, are not matching basic animal welfare requirements. The study 
objective was to help creating alternative housing systems that match basic animal welfare 
requirements and increase business profitability. Another specific objective of the study was to 
compare the performance of laying hens in conventional and alternative housing systems, which 
were designed according to above-mentioned directives of the European Union on the welfare of 
laying hen, as well as determining possibilities of using modified alternative housing systems in 
Turkey. 460 domestic white (ATABEY) and 460 domestic brown (ATAK) layers were divided into six 
different (conventional cage, enriched cage, aviary system, 2/3 slat system, 2/3 slat system and litter 
system) housing systems. This experiment was conducted to determine the effects of housing 
systems on egg production-quality, physiological and biochemical properties of hens and housing 
system in comparison with the egg production per m2 floor area and possibilities of modifying 
housing systems in some laying henhouses. Egg production characteristics were found to be higher 
in aviary system, followed by enriched cage system.  However, feed consumption with conservation 
ratio was higher in aviary system when compared to other systems.  Because of feeding 
expenditures, a major proportion of poultry production costs in large-scale production companies 
consist of installing, if necessary, enriched cages while the majority of costs consist of installing 
aviary systems in conventional cages in small-scale enterprises.  
Food safety issues and change in lifestyles are important factors that have been changing the 
consumer behavior in food consumption in Turkey. With the increase of per capita income, more and 
more Turkish consumers are seeking organic products in the market. As a result, the number of 
organic producers and outlets selling organic food are increasing.  A project on organic production 
was implemented to compare economic benefits of organic and conventional enterprises in Erzurum 
province [11]. When the background of the study was taken into consideration, it could be said that 
organic farming has offered a new opportunity for small scale enterprises in rural area. Farmers were 
hoping more than doubled for organic products, especially for the European market. In addition, they 
believe that the production cost of organic is less than conventional. The study objective was to 
determine profitability of organic farming by using conventional farming as a control. The specific 
study objective was to reveal cost-benefit analyses of organic production in Erzurum province. The 
results of the study estimated the best capital structure for the farms performing organic agriculture 
from a sample of Eastern Anatolia Cattlebreeders’ Association members in Erzurum. Efficiency of 
production factors was compared for organic and conventional enterprises. The capital of organic 
enterprises, such as land, building, stock size, tools and machineries were estimated to be more than 
that of conventional enterprises. Organic enterprises were more successful than inorganic 
enterprises in terms of gross product, input productivity, agricultural income and gross profit. In 
general, organic potato production had the highest gross profit, which was followed by strawberry, 
bean, sunflower, wheat, sugar beet, barley, triticale, silage corn, chickpea, and sainfoin. The study 
highlighted that the control and certification organizations certified by Ministry of Food, Agriculture, 
and Livestock do not have sufficient knowledge on the European Union organic agriculture 
legislation or practices. Local herbal production was recommended as an alternative source of 
income for area farmers for European Market.  
Another project focused on socio-economic effects of organic certification process [12]. 314 organic 
certificate holders and another 86 farmers who have Good Agricultural Practice certificates and 1 
organic company in İzmir, Aydın, Antalya and Adana provinces were applied questionnaires. This 
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research premised from the hypothesis that certification does not always create positive externalities. 
Focusing on types of certificates, the size of agribusiness, and the features of institutions involved in 
certification process. Accordingly, the basic findings of the research are: 1) The choice of certification 
is largely dependent on the location of the land. 2) Regional associations and municipalities are 
effective in utilizing small producers’ access to certified production. 3) Agricultural consulting 
companies also have an important role for small producers. 4) Access to market is the major problem 
for organic producers. 5) GAP certificate is generally adapted by large producers and companies due 
to strict regulations. It is emphasized in the study that if organizations as cooperatives and unions 
structured with a bottom-up and participatory approach, social and economic benefits of the 
certification to the producers are more likely to occur.  
Effects of possible Turkish accession to the European Union on meat prices were also investigated 
[13]. It is concluded that net producer prices will increase about 3-5%, beef prices will decrease 
about 30% while the demand for beef will increase an estimated 5-6% as a result of price decline as 
baseline projections suggest. As for the supply side, production of cattle meat is projected to 
increase by about 17-18% in accordance with the decline in feed costs and increasing gross margin 
with the EU membership. Consumption will reached to about10 kg/year with the average annual 
increase of 0.6 kg. As a result, cattle meat supply will not be able to match the increase in demand 
and net meat imports will increase. Both beef cattle producer and consumer welfare will also 
increase with the possible EU membership. 
In a different study, genetic factors affecting cattle were investigated [14]. The objectives of this study 
were to detect leptin gene polymorphisms, to determine genotype and allele frequencies for the 
polymorphisms and to investigate their effects on milk yield and composition in culture (Holstein, 
Brown Swiss and Jersey) and native (Anatolian Black and East Anatolian Red) cattle breeds raised 
in Turkey. For this purpose, a total of 480 blood and milk samples were collected from Holstein, 
Brown Swiss, Jersey, Anatolian Black and East Anatolian Red cattle breeds. In addition, milk 
production records of culture (Holstein, Brown Swiss and Jersey) cattle breeds were obtained. In 
conclusion, the effect of C1180T polymorphism on milk yield was found significant in early lactation 
period. The association between C1180T polymorphism and milk yield suggested that C1180T 
polymorphism might be a useful marker for genotypic selection such as marker assisted selection. It 
was recommended that selection of T allele for C1180T polymorphism could provide considerable 
economic advantage for increasing milk yield. 
Urban farming was the subject of another project [15]. Urban and Peri-Urban Agriculture (UPUA) is 
discussed comprehensively in the world and is claimed to be the hottest topic of debate of the third 
millennium. UPUA has also been widely practiced in Turkey. The study’s objective was increasing 
awareness on urban farming. The specific study objective was to identify the current structure in 
urban farming in Izmir province of Turkey. The results obtained from the study produced a 
knowledge base on urban farming accessible by Turkish researchers. The study reported food safety 
issues related to urban farming and benefits of urban farming to low-income producers in urban and 
peri-urban areas. Urban farming is particularly important as a source of healthy food supply and 
easily-marketable farming products, as a sector increasing employment and as factor increasing 
morale and physiological health. The study also reported that in 2005, an estimated 30% of all food 
production and 50% of food consumption in urban areas would be supplied via urban farming. It was 
also reported that using agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes is a major reason of degrading 
or destroying agricultural land.  Urban farming is recommended to be one of the factors that should 
be considered in modern city planning.  
Integrated use of agricultural areas in tourism regions creates alternative sources of income for the 
local rural population. A study designed for well-known tourism region of Bodrum aimed at preparing 
a management plan for rural tourism areas which have rich archaeological and traditional heritage as 
well as agricultural production [16]. The Bodrum Peninsula which possesses high tourism potential is 
one of the leading regions that have severe tourism and conservation problems. In order to provide 
sustainable development and conservation of natural, archaeological, and traditional cultural values 
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of Aspat and its Territorium, which is one of the unique conserved areas within the whole Bodrum 
Peninsula that has been subjected to severe development and mass tourism impacts, the study 
sought to formulate an integrated model  financial self-sufficiency, with agro-tourism at the center. 
Although the Project is defined as a Research Project, a feasibility report analyzing visions, missions, 
strategies, implementation, product activity, organizational structure and legal and administrative 
issues has been prepared in order to help the intervention phase through an implementation project 
for following studies.  
Determining agricultural supply under uncertainty was also studied in Turkey [17]. In a project on this 
subject, one of the objectives was to examine the existence of chaotic structure in agricultural 
production in Turkey by using “Chaotic Dynamic Analysis (CDA)” and to provide accurate forecasts 
of agricultural production. in order to help formulating  effective policies to prevent supply 
disequilibrium, and excess price fluctuations. The analysis showed that the selected agricultural 
products have chaotic structure. Dynamic system constructed in the research predicted current 
supply of year 2010 with %5 error for barley, % 0.5 error for wheat, and % 2.5 error ratio for rice. The 
second aim of this study was to explore the factors effecting efficiency in crop production in Turkey. 
For this aim, data was collected by interviewing about 2000 farmers in different regions of Turkey on 
6 different products (wheat, barley, rice, sunflower, vetches and clover). The results obtained by 
using “Stochastic Frontier Analysis (SFA)” showed that fertilizers are used improperly in agricultural 
production in Turkey. The results also showed that soil analysis and using certified seed positively 
affect agricultural efficiency in wheat, barley, and rice production.  
Another project on risk management aimed at determining behavior and attitudes of farmers in 
coping with risk and uncertainty in agriculture in Antalya province of Turkey. It can be said that risk 
management is always important in agriculture where natural and economic risks occur [18]. The 
identification sources of risk faced in agricultural production is the first step of risk management 
strategies. Determining farmers’ attitude and behaviors in coping with risk and uncertainty in 
agricultural production provides a powerful tool for management. The main objectives of the study 
were to develop risk management in agriculture and to determine sources of risk and farmers’ 
attitude and behaviors in coping with risk. Stratified sampling and Neyman Distribution were used to 
determine the sample size of the study. Multivariate analysis (factor analysis) was used in the 
statistical analysis of the data. According to the results of the study, there are three risk attitude 
groups: risk-seeking farmers, risk-averse farmers and risk-neutral farmers. Risk sources and risk 
management strategies were estimated. Risk sources were labeled as catastrophe, diseases and 
pest, economic and politic situation, weather conditions, debt and technology, finance, personnel 
factors, rainfall and production costs. Risk strategies were determined as debt management, 
marketing management, diversification, off-farm work and capital management.  
Social matters concerning agricultural labor, especially seasonal laborers, have been attracting 
interest from all layers of policy and science recently. A descriptive study on educational problems of 
the children of seasonal laborers aimed to provide a background and insight for the primary school 
attainment issues faced by these children, particularly by the girls [19]. Labor intensive character of 
seasonal work and financial issues faced by mainly poor laborers make educational needs of the 
children a matter of lesser importance for the seasonal-laborer families. This creates a situation in 
which school-age children do not get proper education due to discontinuous enrollment caused by 
moving between cities and living conditions created by continuous migration. This situation distorts 
the children’s already bumpy relation with education and contributes to the continuing of their 
socially-disadvantaged status, resulting in drop-outs and social problems.  The research was carried 
out in five different seasonal labor sites in Ankara, Adana, Ordu, and Manisa provinces. A structured 
questionnaire was applied to 500 seasonal laborers and semi-structured interviews with laborers, 
teachers and public officials and field observations were also used in the study. The study 
recommended improving of social policy measures for developing life standards of agricultural 
workers.  
In another study, poverty in agricultural enterprises in Konya’s Hadim district was investigated with 
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an emphasis on gender dimension of poverty [20]. 112 families (men and women) from 112 
agricultural enterprises were interviewed. Research results were also analyzed according to the 2 
different ecological regions. The study revealed that although women are active participants in family 
enterprises with additional social roles within the family, their level of ownership is low as well as their 
level of education. Women in the region affected by poverty more than men, 61.61% of the women 
interviewed were not happy with the life in the village, and if given the opportunity, they will rather 
prefer to live in the city; opposite to the men who mostly prefer to live in the village. As a result, 
supporting of agricultural activities to reduce poverty as well as infrastructure investments to raise the 
quality of life in rural areas were recommended.   
The effects of change in agricultural policy on the structure of agricultural production and rural life in 
2000s in Western Mediterranean Region were the subjects of an extensive study [21] which provided 
valuable information for formulation of future policies. The data is obtained from face to face 
interviews from 486 farmers in the Western Mediterranean region and 53 village surveys and village 
focus group interviews. In addition to this, 19 focus group interviews with 189 people from 13 districts 
and from 3 provinces were utilized. Multiple statistical methods including descriptive tests, multiple 
regression model, factor analysis, analytical hierarchy process (AHP) and social impact analysis 
(SIA) were used in this study. An important result of this study was the bilateral causal relationship 
between change in the structure of production and social change. The study revealed that crop 
production supports has no statistically significant effect on crop production value while animal 
production supports has a significant statistical effect on animal production value. In general, total 
agricultural support revealed to have no significant effect on total agricultural production value. 
However, AHP study of the project showed that input supports are still preferred by producers and 
product marketing is the primary indicator of success for producers. 
CONCLUSION 
This study provides a review of some agricultural research projects implemented in Turkey for the 
solution of problems in agricultural production. The outputs of Turkish research projects seem to 
have some important implications for the solution of global agricultural problems. Such results may 
be useful in elsewhere around the world showing similar production patterns or experiencing similar 
problems. There are more than twelve thousand completed projects supported by TUBITAK. Final 
reports of these projects are easily accessible at TUBITAK’s online database. However, the fact that 
reports being published in Turkish prevents dissemination, and consequently, scientific discussion of 
the results of these studies at a global level. There may be other research reports elsewhere around 
the world, written in different languages, which may provide bits and clues for the solution of global 
agricultural issues. In order to communicate such resources to a greater public of international 
scientists and policymakers, we recommend an international institutional structure in which results of 
research conveyed bottom-up, from local or regional level to global level. In this structure, 
international organizations such as OECD, FAO, etc. should collaborate with local and national levels 
in translating valuable research into internationally-recognized scientific languages, such as English. 
Such an institutional structure would increase involvement of local- and/or grassroots-level 
involvement in the quest for seeking solutions to global problems. Circulation and extension of 
innovative ideas and techniques would be much faster within this system. As knowledge flows 
become much faster, regional and global solutions facilitated or extended by international and 
domestic donors would result in ideal models for regional and national development.    
REFERENCES 

1. IAASTD (International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology for 
Development), 2008. Agriculture at a Crossroads, Executive Summary of the Synthesis 
Report, Washington, D.C.: Island Press. 

2. TUBITAK, 2015. The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey 
[www.tubitak.gov.tr] 

3. OECD, 2016. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.  



 
 

Koksal et al., 2016 Can J App Sci 6:4. 8-17 
http://dx.doi.org/10.21065/19204159 

 

 

Page 16 of 17 
 

[http://www.oecd.org/sti/sci-tech/committeeforscientificand technologicalpolicy.htm] 
4. Engindeniz, S., Yılmaz, I., Durmusoglu, E., Yagmur, B., Eltez, R.Z., Demirtas, B., 

Engindeniz, D.Y., Tatarhan, A.H., 2008. Analysis of input usage with respect to improve of 
safe vegetable production in greenhouses (Turkish). TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

5. Boyaci, M., Yildiz. O., 2011. Adaptation Tendencies of Sustainable Farming Techniques in 
Egean Region. TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

6. Erkan, O., Gultekin, U., Oguz, C., Yasar, B., Tasdan, K., Tok, N., 2008. The economic 
analysis and policy development of climate changes’ impacts in agricultural production on 
Cukurova and Middle Anatolia Regions.TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

7. Kaya, D.M., Bayramin, S., Kaya, G., 2012. Kurak Alanlarda Aycicegi (Helianthus annuus L.) 
Verimi ve Yag Oranini Arttirmada Etkili Olabilecek Bazi Alternatif Tarim Tekniklerinin 
İncelenmesi. TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

8. Aybek, A., Arslan, S., Ekerbicer, H., 2010. Tarim ve Tarima Dayali Sanayi Tesislerinde 
Partikul Madde Yogunluklarinin ve Saglik Risklerinin Belirlenmesi. TUBITAK database. 
Ankara.    

9. Cagatay, S., Kiymaz, T., Koc. A., Boluk, G., Bilgin, D., 2010. Dunya ve Turkiye Biyo-enerji 
Piyasalarindaki Gelismelerin ve Potansiyel Degisikliklerin Turk Tarim ve Hayvancilik 
Sektorleri Uzerindeki Etkilerinin Modellenmesi ve Turkiye icin Biyo-enerji Politika 
Alternatiflerinin Olusturulmasi. TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

10. Salim, M., Seber, N., 2007. Possibility of modifying of housing and indoor details systems in 
laying henhouse. TUBITAK database. Ankara.  

11. Kiziloglu, S., Karadas, K., 2006. Comparative economic analyses of organic and 
conventional enterprises in Erzurum province on the way of pre-accessing European Union. 
TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

12. Yenal, N.Z., Birda, N.B.K., 2014. Organik Uretim ve Iyi Tarim Uygulamalari'nda 
Sertifikasyon Surecinin Sosyo-Ekonomik Sonuçlari. TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

13. Koc, A.A., Isik, S., Erdem, S., 2008.  Turkiye’nin AB Uyeliginin Tarim Sektorunde Urun 
Bazinda Etkilerinin Belirlenmesi (Sigir Eti Raporu). TUBITAK database. Ankara.  

14. Yuce, H., Bayraktar, M., Gurses, M., Onalan, E., 2010.  Turkiye'de Bazi Tarim 
Isletmelerindeki Holstayn, Esmer Irk, Jersey, Yerli Kara ve Dogu Anadolu Kirmizisi Sigir 
Irklarinda Leptin Geni Polimorfizmlerinin Belirlenmesi ve Sut Verimi ile Bilesimi Uzerine 
Etkilerinin Arastililmasi. TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

15. Gokce, O., Senel, E., Engindeniz D.Y., Efe, M., Silaydin, B.M, Cukur, D., 2005. The 
Economy of Urban and Peri-Urban Agriculture and its Integration with Modern Urban 
Structure: Izmir Case (Turkish). TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

16. Diler, A., 2010. Aspat (Strobilos) ve Territoriumunda Arkeolojik Park Yonetimi ve Antik Tarim 
Alanlarinda Agro-Turizm Planlamasi Sonuc Raporu. TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

17. Kilicaslan, Y., Demir, B., Uslu, N.C., Alptekin, N., 2011. The Impact of Agricultural 
Enterprises On Productivity and Efficiency Of Agricultural Production in Turkey and Chaotic 
Dynamic Analysis of Selected Products: Problems, Solutıons and Polıcy Proposals. 
TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

18. Akcaoz, H., Ozkan, B., Karadeniz, F., Fert, C., 2004. Estimating the behavior and attitudes 
of farmers for coping with risk and uncertainty in agriculture (Turkish). TUBITAK database. 
Ankara. 

19. Uysal, M., Sayilan, F., Yildiz, A., Turk, E., 2014. Seasonal Agricultural Labour, Children and      
Primary Education. TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

20. Oguz, C., Kan, A., 2011. Poverty in Agricultural Holdings and Evaluation of Poverty in the 
Framework of Gender Assessment in Rural Area: Konya Province, Hadim Distirict Case. 
TUBITAK database. Ankara. 

21. Yilmaz, H., Demircan, V., Gul, M., Ozturk, E., Ates, H.C., 2013. Socio-economic Effects of 
Agriculture Policies After 2000 on Agricultural Structure and Rural Life in Western 
Mediterranean Region. TUBITAK database. Ankara 



 
 

Koksal et al., 2016 Can J App Sci 6:4. 8-17 
http://dx.doi.org/10.21065/19204159 

 

 

Page 17 of 17 
 

 
 
 
© 2016 The Author(s). This open access article is distributed under a Creative Commons Attribution 
(CC-BY) 4.0 license. 
You are free to: 
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format. Adapt — remix, transform, and 
build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these 
freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Under the following terms: 
Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. No additional restrictions. You may not apply legal terms or technological 
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits 

  
 


