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European Powers Unleash a Merciless Quest for African
Wealth
In the late 15th century, European nations, armed with advanced
maritime technology, embarked on a ruthless campaign to
dominate global trade, targeting Africa’s vast resources.
Portugal, led by Prince Henry the Navigator, established early
outposts like São Jorge da Mina (Elmina, 1482) in modern-day
Ghana. By the 16th century, Spain, Britain, France, and the
Netherlands followed, driven by mercantilist greed. The Berlin
Conference of 1884–1885, convened by Otto von Bismarck,
formalized the Scramble for Africa, dividing the continent
among European powers with no regard for ethnic groups like
the Yoruba, Zulu, Hausa, or Bambara. This conquest, often
justified by a distorted Christian ideology claiming a divine
mandate to “civilize” non-Europeans, ignored Christian teachings
of compassion and equality, as articulated in Galatians 3:28:
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free… for
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you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Meanwhile, Islamic principles of natural freedom and respect, as
emphasized in the Quran (Surah Al-Baqarah 2:256: “There is no compulsion in religion”), were
similarly disregarded by European traders who exploited African Muslim communities, such as
theMandinka in Senegambia. Historical records, like Portugal’s Casa da Índia, document the
extraction of 50 tons of gold from West Africa between 1475 and 1500, underscoring the scale of
plunder.

The Slave Trade Forges a Cruel Market of Human Suffering
The transatlantic slave trade transformed Africa’s western coast into a grim marketplace of
human lives, in direct contradiction to religious teachings of dignity. Fortresses like Cape Coast
Castle (Swedish, 1653; later British) in Ghana and Île de Gorée (French, 1627) in Senegal
imprisoned millions from groups like the Fon, Ewe, and Bakongo in dehumanizing conditions.
The Royal African Company, chartered by Britain’s King Charles II in 1660, and the Dutch
West India Company, led by figures likeWillem Bosman, profited immensely, despite
Christian admonitions against greed (1 Timothy 6:10) and Islamic prohibitions on enslaving free
people, as noted by scholar Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani in his commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari.
Enslaved Africans were appraised like livestock, with Liverpool Slave Trade Records listing
prices from £10 to £40 based on strength and age. The trade disrupted regions like Senegambia
and Angola, with the Dahomey Kingdom under King Agaja (1718–1740) coerced into
supplying captives, undermining Islamic teachings of equality (Surah Al-Hujurat 49:13).

The Middle Passage Becomes a Maritime Abyss of Horror
TheMiddle Passage, the transatlantic voyage fromAfrica to the Americas, was a horrific ordeal
that defied the moral tenets of both Christianity and Islam. Enslaved Africans were packed into
ships like the British Brookes, which carried 609 captives in spaces meant for 450, as shown in
a 1788 abolitionist diagram. The 6–12-week journey subjected captives to starvation and disease
in holds with 4.5-foot ceilings. Olaudah Equiano, an Igbo survivor, described the
“loathsomeness of the stench” in his 1789 memoir, a scene irreconcilable with Christian calls for
mercy (Matthew 5:7) or Islamic emphasis on compassion (Hadith: Sahih Muslim 2319). The
Zong massacre (1781), where British captain Luke Collingwood threw 132 Africans overboard
for insurance, exemplifies the trade’s brutality. The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database
estimates 2 million deaths at sea, a tragedy that mocked religious ideals of human sanctity.

Enslavement in the Americas Fuels an Economy Built on Blood
Survivors faced relentless exploitation in the Americas, where religious hypocrisy thrived. In the
United States, enslaved Africans toiled on plantations in Virginia, Georgia, and Louisiana,
producing cotton and tobacco. In Brazil’s Vale do Paraíba, coffee plantations relied on Kongo
and Yoruba labor. Slave codes like France’s Code Noir (1685) and Britain’s Barbados Slave
Code (1661), enforced by figures like Thomas Jefferson, permitted brutal punishments, defying
Christian teachings of love (John 13:34) and Islamic mandates to treat captives kindly (Surah
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Al-Insan 76:8–9). Family separations, as recorded in the New Orleans slave market with cases
like Eliza Winston, and sexual exploitation, as endured by Sally Hemings, fractured
communities like the Gullah Geechee. Yet, these groups preserved African spiritual practices,
blending Yoruba Orisha worship with Christian elements or maintaining Islamic traditions, as
seen in Omar ibn Said’s Arabic writings in North Carolina (1831).

The Staggering Toll of Lives and Societies Devastated
The trade’s scale was catastrophic. The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database records 12.5
million Africans forcibly transported, with 10.7 million surviving. Including deaths during
capture and societal collapse, historianWalter Rodney estimates up to 100 million lives lost.
Resistance, like the Hausa Rebellion (1804) in Nigeria and Akan Coromantee revolts in
Jamaica (1760s), reflects defiance rooted in Islamic and African spiritual values of freedom.
Economically, Europe prospered—Britain’s Industrial Revolution was fueled by slavery profits
(£4 billion in modern terms)—while African societies like the Oyo Empire were destabilized,
their cultural and religious fabrics torn.

The Enduring Wounds Shape Global Societies
The slave trade, spanning the 1500s to its abolition (Britain 1807, U.S. 1808, Brazil 1850),
lasted nearly 400 years. Its legacy persists in the African diaspora—African Americans, Afro-
Brazilians, and Afro-Caribbeans—who face systemic racism, with the U.S. Census Bureau
(2020) reporting a 19.5% poverty rate for African Americans versus 10.1% for the general
population. Movements like Black Lives Matter, founded by Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors,
and Opal Tometi in 2013, echo Christian and Islamic calls for justice (Micah 6:8, Surah An-
Nisa 4:135). In Africa, Ghana’s Year of Return (2019) reconnects the diaspora, while the
Amistad case (1839), led by Sengbe Pieh, reflects resistance grounded in universal human
dignity.

A Solemn Reckoning with Humanity’s Darkest Era
The European colonization of Africa and the slave trade, orchestrated by figures like King
Leopold II and the Dutch East India Company, betrayed the moral foundations of Christianity
and Islam. This era, driven by greed, reshaped global societies, leaving scars on descendants who
preserve their heritage through practices like Gullah spirituals and Yoruba traditions. It stands
as a testament to human resilience and a call to uphold the religious principles of equality and
compassion that were so grievously ignored.

Editorial Statement:
This is research-based manuscript, prepared and structured in a scientific manner. Modern AI-
assisted tools used to access current and authentic info. The digital archives, bibliographic
databanks, online libraries, research articles, academic repositories and encyclopedias employed.
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Preprint Notice:
This manuscript is shared as a non–peer-reviewed preprint on platforms such as Zenodo, SSRN,
and Research Square to support scholarly discussion. The content is research-based and
developed using publicly available and verifiable sources. Readers are encouraged to interpret
the material as preliminary and subject to revision.

Disclaimer:
This non–peer-reviewed article is shared for general academic discussion. AI tools were used to
assist with clarity and organization. Readers are advised to independently assess and verify the
information.
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