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Footnotes 
1. Socrates (469/470–399 BCE) is widely regarded as one of the founders of Western 

philosophy. 
2. Unlike many later philosophers, Socrates left no written works of his own. 
3. Most knowledge about Socrates comes from the writings of Plato, Xenophon, Aristophanes, 

and Aristotle. 
4. Plato, Apology, trans. G. M. A. Grube (Hackett Publishing, 2000). 
5. Xenophon, Memorabilia, trans. Amy L. Bonnette (Cornell University Press, 1994). 
6. Ancient Athens was the intellectual and political center of Classical Greece during the fifth 

century BCE. 
7. Paul Cartledge, Ancient Greece: A History in Eleven Cities (Oxford University Press, 2009). 
8. Socrates was born in Athens during a period of cultural and political transformation. 
9. His father, Sophroniscus, is traditionally described as a stonemason or sculptor. 
10. His mother, Phaenarete, was reportedly a midwife. 
11. Debra Nails, The People of Plato (Hackett Publishing, 2002). 
12. Socrates came from a modest social background rather than an aristocratic family. 
13. Classical sources frequently emphasize his simple and frugal lifestyle. 
14. Xenophon, Symposium, trans. Robin Waterfield (Penguin Classics, 1990). 
15. Socrates displayed little interest in wealth, luxury, or political power. 
16. His lifestyle reflected his belief that virtue is more valuable than material possessions. 
17. Socrates served as a soldier in the Athenian army during several military campaigns. 
18. Plato, Symposium, trans. Alexander Nehamas and Paul Woodruff (Hackett Publishing, 

1989). 
19. Socrates became known for questioning assumptions about morality, justice, and knowledge. 
20. His philosophical activity centered on dialogue rather than formal lectures. 
21. Gregory Vlastos, Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher (Cornell University Press, 1991). 
22. The Socratic Method involves questioning beliefs to expose contradictions and encourage 

critical reflection. 
23. This method remains influential in education, law, ethics, and leadership studies. 
24. Leonard Nelson, Socratic Method and Critical Philosophy (Yale University Press, 1949). 
25. Socrates believed that wisdom begins with recognizing one’s own ignorance. 
26. His famous statement, “I know that I know nothing,” reflects intellectual humility, though its 

exact wording is debated. 
27. Plato, Apology, 21d–23b. 
28. Socrates encouraged self-examination and moral reflection throughout life. 
29. His statement that “the unexamined life is not worth living” remains one of the most cited 

philosophical principles. 
30. Plato, Apology, 38a. 
31. Socrates attracted many students, including Plato, who later became one of history’s most 

influential philosophers. 
32. Through Plato, Socrates indirectly influenced Aristotle and the entire Western philosophical 

tradition. 
33. Aristotle, Metaphysics, Book XIII. 
34. Socrates often challenged influential citizens, politicians, poets, and intellectuals. 
35. His questioning style earned both admiration and hostility. 



Page 472 of 475 

 

36. Aristophanes satirized Socrates in the comedy Clouds, illustrating public controversy 
surrounding his reputation. 

37. Aristophanes, Clouds, trans. Alan Sommerstein (Penguin Classics, 1973). 
38. In 399 BCE, Socrates was formally charged with impiety and corrupting the youth of 

Athens. 
39. The charges reflected both religious concerns and broader political tensions. 
40. Robin Waterfield, Why Socrates Died (W.W. Norton, 2009). 
41. Socrates defended himself before an Athenian jury but refused to abandon his philosophical 

mission. 
42. Plato’s Apology provides the most influential account of his defense speech. 
43. Following conviction, Socrates was sentenced to death. 
44. He rejected opportunities to escape imprisonment. 
45. Plato, Crito, trans. G. M. A. Grube (Hackett Publishing, 2000). 
46. Socrates argued that respect for law and justice required him to accept the court’s decision. 
47. He died after drinking hemlock, a poisonous plant commonly used in Athenian executions. 
48. Plato, Phaedo, trans. G. M. A. Grube (Hackett Publishing, 2000). 
49. His death became a symbol of intellectual courage and commitment to principle. 
50. Socrates’s ethical philosophy emphasized virtue, self-knowledge, and rational inquiry. 
51. He argued that genuine knowledge leads to virtuous behavior. 
52. Terence Irwin, Classical Thought (Oxford University Press, 1989). 
53. Modern scholars continue to debate the historical accuracy of different accounts of 

Socrates’s life. 
54. The “Socratic Problem” refers to the challenge of reconstructing the historical Socrates from 

varying sources. 
55. Louis-André Dorion, The Rise and Fall of the Socratic Problem (Cambridge University 

Press, 2011). 
56. Socrates influenced philosophy, ethics, political thought, education, psychology, and 

leadership studies. 
57. His emphasis on dialogue helped shape traditions of critical thinking and democratic 

discussion. 
58. Karl Popper, The Open Society and Its Enemies (Princeton University Press, 1966). 
59. Socrates remains a central figure in intellectual history and one of the most studied 

philosophers of all time. 
60. His life continues to symbolize integrity, self-examination, moral courage, and devotion to 

truth. 
61. Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Socrates.” Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2024. 
62. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. “Socrates.” Stanford University, 2023. 
63. Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. “Socrates.” Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2023. 
64. Oxford Classical Dictionary. “Socrates.” Oxford University Press, 2016. 
65. UNESCO. Philosophical Heritage of Ancient Greece. UNESCO Archives, 2024. 
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